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CALGARY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LAUNCHES GLOBAL BUSINESS CENTRE
New facility aims to build global connections in southern Alberta  
(CALGARY) – Calgary Economic Development is proud to announce the grand opening and launch of the Global Business Centre, its newest initiative to promote investment and trade development in Southern Alberta and support the increase of businesses exporting abroad. 
“As outlined in the 10-year Calgary Economic Development Strategy, we must focus on increasing and broadening our global reach,” said Bruce Graham, President and CEO at Calgary Economic Development. “If we want to be a great city, we can’t wait for the world to come to us. Calgary is growing as an international centre for business and as our economy continues to recover, it is exactly the right time to focus on international business attraction and helping our local business community grow and diversify their export strategies. “
Global Business Centre programming has been established to support outgoing business – local companies wanting to market their products and services internationally. It has also been designed to benefit incoming companies from foreign markets who are interested in setting up their business here, accessing the market or in exploring joint venture opportunities with Alberta-based partners. Business forums, speaker presentations, B2B matching, mentoring, investor advocacy, outreach programs and special events are all services that are offered by the centre.
“Our Government is proud to have supported the development of the Global Business Centre, which will help create new trade and investment opportunities while improving the international competitiveness of businesses throughout our region, said Lee Richardson, Member of Parliament for Calgary Centre.”
“CEDA was involved in a very successful trade mission to Brazil in March, led by Calgary Economic Development,” said Todd Anderson, VP of Sales and Marketing with CEDA International Corp. “The relationships and connections of the team at the Global Business Centre will assist the Calgary business community in their international business expansion efforts, providing the support and expertise required to tap into the international marketplace.”   
The Global Business Centre launch will include speeches and an official ribbon cutting by Bruce Graham, President and CEO, Calgary Economic Development; Deputy Mayor Bob Hawkesworth; Minister Iris Evans; and MP Lee Richardson. 
Media is invited to attend the launch, starting at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 29 at the Global Business Centre, 120, 8th Avenue SE. Interviews with speakers will commence immediately following the formal presentation at 9:00 a.m.
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ABOUT CALGARY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
Calgary Economic Development (CED) is working to make Calgary the undisputed choice for people and business. As Calgary’s lead economic development agency, we work with businesses to facilitate growth, expedite local, national and international business investment and trade development opportunities and promote sustainable economic growth in the Calgary region. For more information on Calgary Economic Development, please visit our website at www.calgaryeconomicdevelopment.com 
For more information contact:
Calgary Economic Development 
C 403.880.7040
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